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Missing Persons Indicator Project

About: 
Many people go missing every year, causing great distress to families, friends and loved ones. Collating data that will help better understand the way states engage with, and seek to solve, missing persons cases will be of great help to those involved in missing persons efforts.

In collaboration with the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), an academic and student team from Bournemouth University is developing comprehensive data on how states deal with missing person cases. 

Impact
“…enforced disappearance undermines the deepest values of any society committed to respect for the rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms, and that the systematic practice of such acts is of the nature of a crime against humanity…” 
(Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, 1992, GA Resolution 47/133).

“… the forced disappearance of persons constitutes a multiple violation of several rights … and places the victim in a state of complete defencelessness, giving rise to other related violations, and is particularly serious when it is framed within a systematic pattern or practice applied or tolerated by the State” 
(Ibsen Cardenas and Ibsen Pena v. Bolivia, paragraph. 54, page 18).


We expect:
· Dedicate approximately 8 hours a month to the project. 
· Attend in-person meetings, skills workshops and data collating sessions.
· Be keen to develop research skills. 
· Work respectfully within a diverse team. 


You can expect:
· Support into real-world research with lasting impact. 
· Assist in articulating the project into written form to enhance employability. 
· Optional research skills workshops.
· Inter-disciplinary learning. 
· Feedback opportunities.
· A well-stocked snack cupboard 




[image: A cartoon of a person holding a picture of a person

Description automatically generated]








Expression of Interest - Student Research Assistant	


Please fill out the information below to express interest in the Student Research Assistant Internship and, when completed, email to Emily Fisher at indicators@bournemouth.ac.uk.



	Name
	

	Student Number
	

	Student Email
	

	Expression of interest
(max. 250 words)

Why you would like to take part, and why you are the right person for the role. Please refer to specification below, pages 2-4. 
	






































Post/Job Title:	Student Research Assistant	

Postholder: 				INSERT NAME

Ref:		Missing Persons Indicator Development

Location:				W331 

Faculty/Professional Service:	Faculty of Media and Communication

Group/Section:			

Duration if temporary:		Academic Year
			
		
Normal hours: 	Voluntary role - ideal requirement is a minimum of 8 hours a month.


Accountable to:	 		Melanie Klinkner and Emily Fisher

Job Purpose   

This post is to support Humanities & Law Department research activity entitled ‘Missing Persons Indicator Development and Internship’. This provides BU students with the opportunity to gain experience working on a research project, contribute to data sets and visualisation of the data. 


Main Responsibilities

Under supervision of Fisher and Klinkner, to organise and undertake research activities relating to missing persons indicators globally following the method and templates created by project leads Klinkner and Fisher. This will entail:
· Research of law data bases, UN materials, civil society organisations, government institutions and other sources available to BU to extract data relevant to missing persons legislation and protection mechanisms.
· Research into country-by-country contexts that may act as drivers for persons going missing using the BU CREDO database.
· Handling and inputting the data with integrity and uniformity.
· In collaboration with the academic leads, to assist in the preparation of research reports and collation of a dataset. 
· Contributing through the data collation to the production of research reports and visualisations.
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